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N an age, when Vice is, in ſome reſpects, become faſhionable, and that 
of lewdneſs eſpecially treated with ſmiles, not degraded with due indig- 
nation ; there can be no marvel, that an attempt like the preſent, ſhould 
meet with ſome ridicule, and be liable to ſome objections, as well from the 
gay, as the grave ; from the thinking as the thoughtleſs. And as there is 
a variety of motives, which may induce men to give to charitable. inſtitutions, 
ſo are there motives no leſs various, which may with-hold them from giving; 
and of conſequence, lead them to decry a deſign, ſolely becauſe they mean 
not to ſupport it. 

But as we hold not, with a noble Lord “, ridicule to be any teſt of the 
truth; and conceive, that light mirth is as indecent as weak, where the life 
and ſalvation of fellow-creatures are concerned; we ſhall not be diſcouraged 
from any good purpoſes by the random ſhafts of the former, or ſhaken in any 
benevolent deſign, by the loud and unmeaning madneſs of the latter. 

The ſucceſs and encouragement, which the preſent inſtitution hath met 
with, in the ſhort time ſince its commencement, from the Great and the Good, 
abundantly ſpeak its utility, and we are pleaſed to obſerve, that very ſew, if 
any charitable propoſals, N made a more rapid progreſs in the ſame com- 
paſs of time . 

As the purpoſe of the worthy Patrons and Managers of this Charity is only 
to do good, and to render an important ſervice to Religion and their Country : 
they will never be inattentive to any obſervations of the wiſe and well-mean- 
ing: never be backwards to conſider any objections, which ſpeculation may 
propoſe ; or to admit any uſeful hints, which ſeriouſneſs and ſobriety may 
urge for the advancement of the good work, and for the furtherance of its 
utility. 

We remember, that when the Plan for this inſtitution was laid before the 
world, ſome, either ignorant, as it ſhould ſeem, of human nature, or averſe 
to the benevolent delign, urged, that © it was chimerical and abſurd ; — that 


* Lord Shaftsbury. 
t For this we refer to the general printed account of the charity. 
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no objects would ever preſent themſelves : — or if they did, that the reforma- 


tion of ſuch was impoſſible.” — The doors of the houſe were no ſooner 
opened, than this objection was powerfully removed indeed, by the number of 
pitiable ſufferers, who flew joyfully to the firſt harbour, where they could be 
admitted : — and where, in full proof, that the reformation of ſuch is nothing 
ideal, their behaviour, in the general, hath been excellent and exemplary : 
and all the ſigns and fruits of reformation, which could be fancied or formed, 
have and continue to ſhew themſelves. 

Surely they who have talked of this deſign, as of a ſcheme to waſh 
ZEthiopeans white, muſt have been very inattentive obſervers of human na- 
ture ; muſt have conſidered but very ſuperficially the end and deſign of the 
religion of Chriſt, 

For all the world knows the miſery and diftreſs of theſe objects: and every 
man that reflects on the true condition of humanity, muſt know, that the 
life of a common proſtitute, is as contrary to the nature and condition of the 
female ſex, as darkneſs to light : and however ſome may be compelled 
to the ſlavery of it, yet we can never imagine, every line of right and 
virtue defaced in the minds of all of them. — And indeed, as the volun- 
tary entrance of thoſe who are now in the houſe, is a ſufficient proof of their 
wearineſs and deteſtation of this way of life, and a ſtrong recommendation 
in their favour : ſo from many letters“, and many affecting incidents, which 
have already happened in the houſe, it appears, beyond all contradiction, that 
the nobleneſs of virtue, and the delicacy of ſentiment, have been rather can- 
ker'd over, than blotted out : and upon the firſt remove of the filth, have 
ſhewn themſelves in particulars, which would do honour to the molt exalted 
ſtate and ideas. | | 

When the ſucceſs of the inſtitution rendered theſe objections, no longer 
poſſible : then, as nothing is ſo inconſiſtent as the ſpirit of oppoſition and 
malevolence, it was ſaid on one hand,. 1.. That the deſign of the promoters 
of this charity was wholly to prevent the Vice of Fornication” — and on the 
other, © 2. That their purpoſe was favourable to the vice; and if not meant 
to encourage and recommend laſciviouſneſs, yet evidently productive of theſe 
conſequences.” | 

For the irt; ſurely the objeftors muſt have had a low opinion of the 
propoſers of this inſtitution, and ſuppoſed them men of very mean under- 


ſtandings to fancy, they could think of ſtemming the torrent of ſuch an over- 


Concerning theſe a more ſatisfactory account may be had from Mr. Dingley, who is in poſſeſ- 
fion of the manuſcript letters referred to. 
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flowing vice, by providing a receptacle for a ſmall number of the thouſand 
victims, which are annually offered up in this metropolis to luſt and deſtruc- 
tion | — In truth, they are not ſo ſanguine as to conceive, or ſo ignorant 
of human nature as to imagine, that a retreat for the few, who may be will- 
ing to retrieve and repent, will diminiſh the dominion of this alk-ruling paſſion. 
The corruptions of human nature mult firſt be totally eradicated ; and the 
favourers of this vice need be under no apprehenſions, nor join the infamous 
bawds and panders in the cry, as if their craft was in danger ®.— But if 
they will not unite in- the good deſign, nor, in juſt retribution, aſſiſt in pro- 
viding an Aſylum for ſuch as may be called upon by their bodies or minds to 
forſake the paths of death ; let them be intreated to curb their own evil pro- 
penſities; let them be intreated not to add to the number of theſe miſerable ob- 
jects, already too too great — let them be intreated to conſider the innumerable 
fatal conſequences to public, private, and domeſtic happineſs, which ariſe 
from unbridled luſt, and a promiſcuous commerce : and at leaſt, for their own 
ſakes, learn the practice of that virtue, which never leads her votaries to diſ- 
eaſe and diſtraction, to anguiſh of conſcience, and future condemnation, 

For the ſecond; the characters of the worthy Gentlemen, who are concern- 
ed in this deſign, are too public and too well known, for the amiable prac- 
tice eſpecially of all domeſtic virtues, to dread any prejudice from the loudeſt 
voice of ſuch flander.— But acquitting them of the purpoſe, let any man 
only conſider the progreſs which this vice hath made in our nation; its gene- 
ral and fatal prevalence ; and the many thouſand women yearly periſhing in all 
the extremities of diſeaſe and diſtreſs by means of it: let them only conſider 
how our ſtreets, for many years paſt, have been thronged, and every corner of 
our metropolis infeſted by theſe miſerable wretches, to the ſhame of good or- 
der, decency, and religion: and then let them never fancy, that ſuch a de- 
ſign can encourage; then let them be glad, that here, — but here only — 
an opportunity preſents itſelf to ſave ſome of theſe poor ſufferers from almoſt 
inſtant perdition. | 


* While ſuch execrable methods are purſued, to entrap innocent and unwary girls, as are pub- 
licly avowed, and infamous bawds are ſuffered ſo to ruin and en/ſave, no prevention can even be 
thought of. — Theſe arts are in general well known except to ſuch as it moſt concerns not to be 
ignorant of them. But one of this infernal crew, with an impudence which is icarce to be pa- 
rallell'd, hath lately hired the venal quill of ſome hackney writer to proclaim publicly to mankind his 
ſcandalous and horrid proceedings — and laid open ſome of thoſe artifices, which may perhaps 
tend to another purpoſe, than the ſpirit of that pamphlet proves it written with. It will not be long 
doubted, that I refer to“ the remonſtrance of the Pimp-genera/”'—— Honourable Title | 
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In truth, this objection might as well be urged againſt every other chari- 
table inſtitution; nay indeed, I have heard it urged againſt ſome, which ſeem 
leaſt liable to its force. And -you might, with as much reaſon, ſuppoſe, 
that a maſon would be careleſs, how he mounted the ladder, and indifferent, 
whether he fell down or not, and broke a leg, becauſe there is an hoſpital 
ready to receive him; as that a woman ſhould commence * proſtitute, becauſe 
there is a houſe of penitence and induſtry to receive her in woe and diſtreſs. 

Different, far different are the motives, that are urged, and the proſpects 
that are preſented, when ſeduction ſpreads its Jawleſs fnares, and the yielding 
fair one is introduced to the temple of forbidden pleaſures. Golden dreams, 
and gay delights lull her fancy and her conſcience : and ſhe thinks of nothing 
elſe, till ſhe awakens from her ſleep — and finds herſelf undone ! 

But ſuppoſing the preſent deſign well plann'd — the purpoſe good — and 
the effects more admirable than could have been expected, even by the moſt 
ſanguine fayourer of this charity, —— Some will yet object again, and we 
would wiſh every objection removed, — © that they are doubtful what may 
become of theſe women ; and whether they may not return to the ſame courſe 
of life, when removed from the houſe,” 

We muſt be allowed here to rejoin, that inſiſting too much on this point, 
in the preſent infant ſtate of the deſign, is rather unkind : and eſpecially, if 
it be ſo inſiſted on, as to be made an objeftion againſt it. Let thoſe, who 
raiſe it, rather employ their time and their thoughts, as they would wiſh to 
unite in the good of their fellow- creatures, how beſt to remove it, and pro- 
poſe, whateyer may ſeem reaſonable to themſelves on this head: and I be- 
lieve, I may take upon me to ſay, that all ſuch propoſals will be received 


with due deference and eſteem. 


Bur ſurely they muſt not have ſeriouſly reflected on the influence of reli- 
gious principles, who lay too much ſtreſs on this objection. All parents and 
friends ſuppoſe the advantages of education great; and the bias of religious 
principles ſuch, that it is ſufficient to preſerve the mind from deviating into 
the paths of error and folly, If not, why are we fo ſollicitous for giving 
our children good education, and an early tincture of virtue? And why ſhould 
we not preſume the ſame in regard to theſe women? Many of whom have en- 
ter'd the houſe, utterly ignorant of and uninſtructed in the religion of their 


The reader will obſerve that I ſay commence . That ſome of the miſerable wretches who are 
obliged to that hardeſt of all fervice, the walking nightly in the ſtreets, may ſometimes in their 
4:embled jol\ity, boaſt of the Magdalen houſe, no man can wonder; and the Jeſs ſo, as they are ſo 
frequently reminded of it, by paſſengers of every ſort, But the diſcerning and judicious will per- 
ceive that this can be no objection to the houſe itielt. 
country : 
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country: ſtrangers too much to their God and their Saviour, the glad tidings 
of whoſe mercy is as refreſhing balm to their ſouls. Now as the Chriſtian 
Religion, in ſuch circumſtances, is a perfectly new thing, great and admira- 
ble are the effects, which may reaſonably be expected from it. And as the 
moſt diligent care is taken to inſtruct them in the ſound principles of the 
faith, no friend to that faith muſt doubt the good effects of ſuch inſtruction. 
Beſides, after the time of their probation, which will be more or leſs, as 
proper behaviour may dictate, and opportunities offer; it is not to be doubt- 
ed, but many friends will be reconciled and receive them : Some have already 
been reconciled :—that upon the exacteſt knowledge of their characters, 
(which may be had here without the leaſt deception) many worthy perſons 
will employ them as fervants, which will be bur an act of ordinary juſtice : 
Some may become uſeful and faithful wives; and as being habituated to in- 
duſtry, and taught many uſetul branches of employment in the houſe, they 
will moreover be enabled to procure their own bread : and that more eſpe- 
cially, as it will be the care of the Directors of this Charity, ſo to fix thoſe in 
future life, who ſhall gain their eſteem by proper conduct, and ſo to occupy 
the little ſums they may gain * during their ſtay in the houſe, as to enable 
them the better to procure an honourable ſubſiſtence. For it is well known, 
that many of theſe unhappy women, who have once loſt their character, have 
no . poſſible opportunity to get their own bread, however able and deſirous 
they may be, thro? the natural reluctancy there is in the generality of people 
to employ them; nay, indeed, we might ſay, thro' the almoſt unavoidable 
impoſſibility of employing them. So that, when they leave the houſe, ſtor'd 
with good principles, and with an habit of induſtry, and are put into a way to 
procure a livelihood, there can be no doubt, but they will do fo. And ſhould 
ſome miſcarry out of the number, yet it ſome, if half only, are reſtored and 
ſaved ; certainly it will well repay all the trouble. And I cannot but remark 
in juſtice to the women now in the houſe, that they are truly ſenſible of the 
neceſſity of induſtry : and the account of what they have already gained, 
which hath been publiſhed , is a ſufficient proof, that they have not been, 
that they are not idle. And this account may ſerve alſo to corroborate an- 
other remark, which was made, when the Plan was firſt laid before the 
world; that greater good may be done at a leſs expence in this undertaking, 


Every woman is intitled to a part of what ſhe gains by her labour in the houſe. See the 
Rules Of Employment Numb. 1, Oc. ; 

t It appears from this account, that from the commencement of the charity, Auguſt 10, 17, 
to April 12, 1759, the work done by the Women, as ſpinning, making caps, ſhirts, winding 
filk, embroidering of glo-es, &c.—amounts to 168 J. 195. 11 4. 
than 
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than in almoſt any other charitable ſcheme : ſince it is to be ſuppoſed, that, 
: when the who le is duly regulated, the women will nearly maintain themſelves. 

This may ſerve as an anſwer to the objection under view: but I muſt add 
"beſides, that a due attention will be had to the demands of our colonies 
abroad : where ſuch, as are willing, upon the beſt advantages and propoſals, 
will be transferred at the diſcretion and direction of the Governors. 

The great decreaſe of our people is a ſubje& of common obſervation : and 
doubtleſs one ſource of it is that abominable luſt, and prevalent promiſcu- 
ous commerce of the ſexes, which, to the prejudice of honourable Matrimony, 

ſo notoriouſly abounds. And as very many of the objects in the Magdalen 
' Houſe are extremely young, the preſerving them from that immediate de- 
ſtruction into which they muſt otherwiſe have fallen, it is hoped, is an object 
not unworthy men who love their country, and wiſh to promote its happi- 
"neſs, — And as many of them have been deluded, in the moſt ſcandalous 
manner, ſome, I may ſay without a figure, almoſt in their hanging-/leeves, 
and have been kept purpoſely in black and total ignorance of the crime, to 
which they were unwittingly introduc'd : ſurely, it is but a debt we owe to 
ſuch, to give them the means of inſtruction, and one chance at leaſt for eter- 
nal life, which they could otherwiſe never have found. 

If, as ſome have fondly advanced, an attempt of this kind be methodiftical ; 
let thoſe perſons be told, it would well become us all to be ſuch Methodiſts. — 
Indeed this little wild bolt of weakneſs, ſcarce deſerves to be mentioned; ex- 

- cept to remark the abſurdity of ſome ſort of people, who think it ſufficient 
to decry a good man, or a good work, if they brand it with the name of 
Methodiſt. This ſurely is moſt injudicious : ſince it is giving the higheſt ho- 
nour to the people whom they mean to contemn, by ſuppoſing, that real vir- 
tue, and ſubſtantial piety, is only to be met with amongſt them.— How- 
ever, be it known, that nothing of Mes hodiſim or Enthuſiaſm, hath, or ever 
will have place, we truſt, in this Deſign. The Gentlemen concerned in it, 
have knowledge too real, and piety too ſolid, to countenance or encourage 
any thing weak, wild, and blaſphemous.—And tho* they are not aſhamed to 
think the doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion eſſentially neceſſary to be taught 
in all their plainneſs to the Penitents, with whom deepneſs of learning, or vaſt 
reach of thought, is by no means neceſſary; yet they will always take care 

ſo to provide, that imputations of this ſort may be only the blaſts of calumny, 
er the inane effuſions of ignorance and inattention. 


| Noble minds are always the moſt free from envy ; this is a baneful plant, 
| 25 which 
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which grows moſt luxuriantly in the worſt ſoils. But it is well, that the pre- 
ſent undertaking, can never be affected by the malevolence of the lower ſort, 
who may regret ſuch a proviſion, for their, miſerable, and by them judg'd 
utterly unworthy, fellow-creatures, but will never be able to prevent it.-— 
Sometimes too, there is a ſtern ſeverity even in virtue, which knows not to 
forgive failings, whereto itſelf is a ſtranger. And full often we find, that 
men can be extremely rigid to faults of which they themſelves are guiltleſs; 
while they harbour ſins equally odious and deſtructive in their boſoms, and 
can very readily pardon and paſs over theſe, quick-ſighted to the mote in 
their brother's, very dim to the beam in their own eye. To the latter of 
theſe, we could with to commend our Saviour's conduct in the caſe of the 
woman caught in Adultery and adviſe thoſe. who are without fin themſelves 
to caſt the firſt ſtone. To the former, with all the winning mildneſs of the fa- 
ther to the elde ſon in the parable, we would reply, I is meet that we ſhould 
make merry and be glad : for this thy brother, — thy fellow creature, and fellow 
Chriſtian, — was dead and is alive again; was loſt and is found ! 

Thus much ſeem'd requiſite to urge, over and above what follows in the Ser- 
mon, and which it was not ſo convenient to add there. And I have only to re- 
queſt my readers favourable Regard, which I ſhall not doubt to obtain, when 
the novelty and niceneſs of my ſubject is conſidered. —I muſt not however 
with-hold my acknowledgments from the noble and worthy Supporters of this 
Charity, for the kind opinion they were pleas'd to expreſs of this my endea- 
vour to forward their uſeful deſign. And could I preſume, that the diſcourſe 
might meet with a reception near as favourable from the Preſs, as from the 
Pulpit, I ſhould be happy. But the ear is a favourable judge: a reader 
ic we know is ſevere and inexorable. . 

Satisfied however, in the ſincerity of my intention: aſſur'd, that to give 
the leaſt offence is at the utmoſt diſtance from my deſign : and deſirous to be 
as inſtrumental, as my ſtation will admit, in the great work of benevolence 
and love, I commit it to the world, and to the patronage eſpecially of the 
Friends and Governours of this Charity ; at whoſe requeſt, it was preach'd ;—an 
office, which, they can bear me witneſs, I ſtrove much and long to com- 
mend to one of ſuperior ſtation and ability — and at whoſe command and 
deſire, it is now publiſhed : heartily praying, that the Divine Grace may ac- 
company it, and this good Work : and crown all the generous inſtruments 
of it, with length of days, riches, and honour here below, and with un- 


mortality and glory, in the world to come. 


t A remark from Lawyer's weful lectures concerning Oratory, pag. 190, 
Magdalen 
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CHAPEL. 


ATHER of mercies and God of all comfort, who haſt ſent thy Son 

Feſus Chriſt into the world, to fave that which was loſt ; we praiſe thy 
holy name for the bountiful proviſion made in this place, for the ſpiritual and 
temporal wants of miſerable offenders : beſeeching thee ſo to diſpoſe our hearts 
by the powerful working of thy bleſſed ſpirit, that through ſincere repentance 
and a lively faith, we may obtain the remiſſion of our ſins, and all the precious 
promiſes of thy Goſpel. Awaken thoſe who have not yet a due ſenſe of their 
guilt : and perfect a godly ſorrow where it is begun. Renew in us whatſoever 
hath been decayed by the fraud and malice of the devil, or by our own carnal 
will and frailneſs. Preſerve us after eſcaping the pollutions of the world, from 
being again entangled therein ; and keep us in a ſtate of conſtant watchfulneſs 
and humility. Forgive, as we do from our hearts, thoſe who have injured us : 


- and grant to all who have ſeduced others, or been ſeduced themſelves into 


wickedneſs, that they may forſake the evil of their doings, and live. Make 
this houſe a bleſſing, we pray thee, to the ſouls and bodies of all its inhabi- 
tants, and a glorious monument of thy grace, abounding to the chief of ſin- 
ners. Strengthen the hands, direct the counſels, reward the labours and 
the liberality, of all who are engaged in the government or ſupport of it : 
and increaſe the number of thoſe, who have a zeal for thy glory, and com- 
paſſion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; that many 
may be turned from darkneſs to light, and from the power of ſatan unto God, 
through the merits and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


St, 


T a+ 
SERA, * 


St. MATT. ix. 12, 13, 


AND WHEN JESUS HEARD THAT, HE SAID, THEY THAT 
ARE WHOLE NEED NOT A PHYSICIAN; BUT THEY 

THAT ARE SICK. ——— BUT GO YE. AND LEARN WHAT 
THAT MEANETH, I WILL HAVE MERCY, AND NOT SA- 
CRIFICE : FOR I AM NOT COME TO CALL THE RIGHTE- 
OUS, BUT SINNERS TO REPENTANCE. 


OTHaiNG can be conceived more amiable than the 

character, nothing more benevolent than the defign, 
of the great Redeemer of the world. The reli- 
gion he hath inſtituted is the moſt agreeable and correſpon- 


dent to the neceſſities of mankind : the example he hath 


ſet, the moſt conducive to that perfecting our Nature, which 
is the end of our Being, and the foundation of our felicity. 

That Virtue is preferable to Vice: that, if there be a 
God, he muſt delight in Virtue : that, what he delights in, 
may reaſonably expect to be happy; was the general per- 
ſuafion of the beſt and wiſeſt Heathens. But theſe opinions 
left them only in fad diſquietude and uneaſy ſuſpence: ſince 
the prevalent corruption of human Nature permitted very 
little ſatisfaction to ariſe from the contemplation of Virtues, 
defiled with innumerable blemiſhes : for which they were 

| B utterly 
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utterly ignorant whether pardon might be obtained at all: 
or if obtained, in what manner the Deity could be atoned 
and made placable. This held them, as it were, all their 
life time ſubject to bondage: and made death, as one of the 
ableſt of them calls it, “ of all dreadful things the moſt 
horribly dreadful.” 

Theſe clouds are remov d, and this darkneſs diſpell'd, by 
that life and immortality which is brought to light by the 
Goſpel. And, to the unſpeakable comfort of our ſouls, we 

perceive the Son of God himſelf mov'd, by the moſt affect 
ing benevolence, to eſpouſe our cauſe, to purchaſe our ſalva- 
tion, to proclaim our pardon: and making a revelation of the 
ſovereign Will completely àdapted to our wants, perfectly 
diſperſing our doubts and our fears, and inſpiring us at once 
with the moſt pleaſing confidence and the warmeſt love. 

The words of the text ſerve well to ſhew us the admi- 
rable diſpoſition of our Saviour, and the important end of 
his appearance amongſt us. And as that diſpoſition was the 
moſt amiably benevolent and compaſſionate :- and that end 

the ſalvation of repenting ſinners: there ſurely can be 
nothing more proper to engage our attention at preſent, 
when we are aſſembled to promote and encourage an un- 
dertaking of which BENEVOLENCE and coMPassIoN are the 
noble Foundations of which the 8aLvaTion of LosT and 
RUINED SOULS is the glorious End. 
„eee eee from the wards of the text, 
I, 
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I. Briefly: to ſet forth the End and Excellence oy the 
Chriſtian Religion. And, 


II. To ſhew the exact and pleaſing conformity of our 
preſent inſtitution to it: the utility whereof, and the ma- 
ny motives that ſhould urge us to a generous aſſiſtance 
of it, will conclude the preſent addreſs. Wherein I ſhall 
need all that candour and favourable attention, which a 
ſubje& ſo new and ſo delicate may juſtly claim. And permit 
me to hope, that as I tread firſt, by your appointment, in this 
trackleſs path, you will make the more indulgent allowances. 


- Iſt. Then let us take a general view of the end and ex- 
cellence of the Chriſtian Religion. 
And certainly that end is the moſt noble that can * 
fancied, the moſt commendable that can be conceived. It 
is nothing leſs than the recovery of mankind from ruin and 
wretchedneſs: than the reſtoration of a fallen world to fa- 
vour and felicity, with the author of their exiſtence and the 
fountain of all good. n = it | 
The Scriptures ſet this end WI us in terms the a 
expreſſive and the moſt pleaſing We are told in them, 
that God ſo loved the world, that he gave bis only begutten Son,” 
that, whoſoever believerh in him, ſhould not periſh but have 
cverlaſiing life. — We are told that this divine and only be- 
gotten Son came into the world to ſave ſinners. Nay and br 
himſelf throughout the courſe of his miniſtry utter d o 
B 2 pathetic 
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pathetic invitations to the weary and heauy- laden to come 
to him, and find mercy and /fe ; to take his ea/y yoke, and 
receive 7e/} and tranquillity. And in the words of the text, 
you perceive what kind encouragement fell from his bleſſed 
lips, fully expreſſing his benevolent deſign, and engaging 
the humble penitent to acceſs and confidence. They that 
are whole, (ſaid he to the malevolent Phariſees, who ob- 


jected to him, becauſe they ſaw him eat with Publicans and 


Sinners) zhey that are whole need not a phyſician, but they that 
are fick. c Murmur not therefore, ye Scribes and Phariſees, 
that I eat and converſe with Publicans and Sinners: my bu- 
ſineſs is with ſuch : and the end of my coming into the 
world was the ſalvation of theſe. I converſe not with them 
to lull them in fatal ſecurity midſt their vices, or to con- 
tract any taint from the contagion of their impurities ; but 
as the phy/ician viſits the chamber of the ſick, and is occu- 
pied amidſt the couches of the languiſhing and diſtreſt: ſo 
Go I, as the great phyſician of the ſoul, ſeek out the ſick 
and diſeas d in mind; and offer health and ſal vation to the 
children of men, ſuffering under a malady the moſt mortal 


and inveterate, the malady of /in. —And what phyſician in 


caſes of diſtreſs and danger ſtands upon the niceties of 
forms, or the exactneſs of punctilios? Why then do ye 
marvel, and murmur that I, in the like extremities, act 


in the like manner ?—Go ye, and learn what that meaneth, 
| which 
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which God deliver d by his prophet of old, I will bave 
mercy and not ſacrifice, —T will have mercy, ATEN THAN 
ſacrifice: where the one or the other muſt be omitted, let 
MERCY, by all means, let the work of compaſſion, benefi- 
cence, and love be preferred to sacr1Fice to inſtituted forms, 
and merely external ordinances : which tho" neceſſary in 
themſelves, and highly uſeful, as ordained of God, and as 
means to an important end, muſt yet never deſtroy that end, 
but give place and preference to it: for of all things mercy, 


acts of humanity and benevolence are moſt pleaſing to the 
God of love: and of all acts, as being the moſt humane 
and beneficient,—the ſalvation of loſt ſinners from deſtruc- 
tion and death. And this is the great work for which 
I came into the world, this is the great end I have in 
view to accompliſh, I am not come to call the righteous, our 
ſinners to repentance. 'Þ+ 

There is one remark, which from a review of this apo- 
logy of our Saviour to the Phariſees, naturally ariſeth in the 
human mind: and the more naturally, as daily experience 
gives us unpleaſing proof of it; which is, the much greater 
readineſs and willingneſs, (if I may ſo fay,) in the ſovereign 
Lord of the world to pardon offences, and to blot out the 
remembrance of them from his book, than is but too com- 
monly found amongſt fellow-creatures. Great offences, and 


» Hoſea vi. 6. 
+ See Dr. Mbitùy, and the other commentators for a full explication of this paſſage. 
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deep blots in life are frequently treaſured up in the tables 
of human memory: and, however repentance and a tho- 
rough change of conduct may witneſs a 'renew'd life and a 


paar d ſtate, we find men but too apt to recolle& the 
old grievance; and too backward to forget and to cancel 


what God hath forgotten, and long ſince freely forgiven. 


_ The ſenſe of our own. frailty; the knowledge of the Al- 
mighty s ready pardon, and the conſideration of the great 


end which brought the Saviour into the world ſhould teach 


us another conduct: and inſpire us with mutual forbear- 


ance, and that feeling compaſſion, which bens all Wong 


dignifies and diſtinguiſhes human nature. 
And ſurely a brighter example we cannot have before our 


eyes, than in that incarnate God, who hath ſet us the pat- 


tern, and whom it is our-duty, as it vil be our * 


to imitate. 


Mov'd with tender pity towards thi deem * men, bs 
diſrobed himſelf of his glory, and aſſum'd human nature in 


its loweſt form: Glory to God in the higheſt, peace on earth, 
and good-will towards men, was the gladſome ſong which the 


heavenly chorus echoed at his birth: Good-will towards men 


influenced his whole life, and thone beautifully diſplay' d in 
his every action. When the children of affliction ſurrounded 
him, and he beheld the tears of diſtreſs, his generous heart 
was mov d at the call of compaſſion : he ſaw; he pitied: 
he reliev d. None ever requeſted his aid and found a 
| repulſe: 
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repulſe: none ever implor'd his mercy, and were rejected 
in their ſuit. He refuſed no company: he declined no fa- 
tigue ; he ſhrunk from no danger, whenever he might 
adminiſter relief to the fouls or the bodies of men. Un- 
wearied in love, he went about diffuſing peace and bleſſing: 
and as he came into the world to fave finners, ſo he left 
no means untried, no motives unurged, to call them to 

repentance and pardon : and at the end, after having done ä 
all to gain and reſtore a loſt world, he crowned his mighty 
benevolence, by an act NEE to all praiſe, —He died for 


ſinners ! 


Of the excellence of a Wen like this, whoſe bl is fo 


eminently noble, whoſe ator is ſo great and ſo good, the 
only begotten and eternal Son of God, the perfect pattegn 

of every laudable and heavenly affection of the excellence 
of ſuch a religion, why need we ſpeak ? we muſt all feel 
it: and to be happy, we muſt experience it.—But who 
can help remarking, from the ſlighteſt view of it, the great 
importance of human ſouls, and the high value which the 
God, who made us, is pleas'd to ſet upon his rational crea- 
tures? Rather than they ſhall periſh, his own Son ſhall 
become one of them, fuffer for, ranſom, and redeem them. 
A thouſand and a thouſand pathetic calls and invitations 
ſhall be given them: nay, and the ever bleſſed Spirit itſelf 
ſhall be commiſſioned to awaken and inhabit, to comfort 


and to. guide them. Even the holy angels are intro- 
duced 


[8] 


duced as intereſted in their welfare; and heaven itſelf, 
with its ſupreme inhabitant, repreſented, as partaking in 
the joy of ſouls reſtor d: There is joy in heaven, and before 
the angels of God, over one finner that repenteth ; one ſheep, 
that is found, one ſon that is reſtored to life. And can we 
conceive a higher notion of the value which the father puts 
on the leaſt of his reaſonable creatures ? His higheſt angels 
have charge of them: his only begotten ſon lives and 
dies to ſave them, and himſelf condeſcends to ſhare in the 
joy which the heavenly beings are filled with on their 
recovery |—Need I then lay, how much it becomes, how 
amiable and honourable it is in us, in human creatures, to 
join in and partake of this celeſtial joy, not only by afford- 
ing it on our own account, but by labouring to increaſe it 
by our benevolent concern for the recovery and ſalvation of 

others ? | 
I would juſt make one remark more on the exce/lence = 
the Chriſtian religion; which is, that tho' it affords abun- 
dant conſolation to the returning ſinner; yet it gives not 
the leaſt countenance conceivable to ſin itſelf. Our Saviour 
came, he tells us, as a phyſician to Heal the ſick, as a ſhep- 
herd to ſeek and to /ave that which was loſt, as an almighty 
redeemer to call ſinners to repentance. Repentance can alone 
admit to or render us capable of his favour: while we con- 
tinue in the practice of Vice, and in contrariety to his holy 
laws, we have no room to hope for, we have no ground. 
to 


[9] 

to expect his pardon and grace. Of which would we par- 
take, undiſſembled contrition muſt lead us to his throne, and 
a perfect reformation, in a renew'd life, witneſs the ſince- 
rity of our minds and the reality of our profeſſion.— And 
they be aſſur d, who lead you to hope for pardon without 
enitence, and to depend on an enthuſiaſtic faith without 
fruits, or a righteouſneſs without works (a doctrine we have 
heard but too lately enforc'd *) lead you to depend on that. 
which hath no exiſtence, -and to deceive yourſelves with a 
deluſion, which is of all others moſt dangerous. | 
So that you may obſerve, with great pleaſure, that the 
Religion of Chrift propoſeth, with the moſt winning bene- 
volence, comfort and conſolation to finners the moſt af- 
flicted, and to fouls the moft depreſt; while it eneourageth 
not the leaſt appearance of iniquity; but recommends the 
moſt ſolid and rational piety in a fyſtem of laus, the moſt 
pure and the moſt perfect, that the earth ever ſaw; upon 
motives, the moſt affecting and perſuaſive; and under fanc- 
tions, the moſt holy, awful, and formidable. ; 
This may ſuffice to ſhew the end, and the excellence of 

| the Chriſtian inftitution ; which might indeed be conſider d 
in various other lights, and extenſively ſurvey d in all its 
other inimitable parts, did not the time and the deſign, we 


are met to encourage, render it the leſs ſcaſonable. I cannot 


Ina weak and obnoxious Sermon preach'd by the Rey, Mr. Elliot, Chaplain of St. George's 
Hoſ pital, intitled Encouragement for Sinners; or Righteouſneſs. attainable without Works. 


G however 
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however fail to obſerve, chat ſo ſtriking is the beauty of 
the Religion, we profeſs, that it hath extorted, as it were, 
unwilling praiſes from the pen of a late noble writer“, who 
applied all his wit and his parts to oppoſe and degrade it. 
For HE acknowledgeth that it is a mot amiable and uſeful 
inſtitution : whoſe natural tendency is directed to promote the 
peace and happineſs of mankind :—that it coritains all the 
duties of natural Religion, and teacheth them in the moſt 
plain and ſimple manner ;—that it is one continued leſſon of the 
Aricteſt Morality, of Fuftice, of Benevolence, and of univerſal] 
Charity :—That, as its moral precepts are excellent, ſo its 
poſitive inſtitutions are not only innocent but profitable, and 
extremely proper to keep up the ſpirit of Religion ;---that it is 
a moſt fumple and intelligible rule of belief, worſhip, and 
practice, &c. 

And now if even an enemy could bear ſuch a teſtimony 
to it, how much doth it behove us to bear a more uſeful 
teſtimony to it, by the integrity of our liyes, and the ex- 
emplarineſs of our practice ? 54 


TI. And you, worthy hearers, are ready to bear that 
teſtimony, I am perſuaded, by your appearance in this place 
for the promotion of a charitable deſign, furely of all others 
moſt conformable to the nature and end of the Chriſtian 


Religion. 


„Ford Bolingbroke, from different parts of the fourth volume of whoſe works the 
paſſages following are extracted, 


That 
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That end you have heard from the mouth of the bene- 
volent author of this religion himſelf, is © the ſalvation of 
ſinners: that ſalvation, you perceive is to be effected, © by 
bringing ſinners to repentance :” and your great hoe and 


_ maſter hath ſhewn you a pattern, and left you to imitate 
an example of the moſt tender compaſſion and unwearied 


benevolence in this i important work. Your preſent laudable 
Deſign is a noble copy after his example---Tender com- 
paſſion, and the moſt diſintereſted benevolence have moy'd 
you to provide the means of repentance, and ſo the means of 
ſalvation for many miſerable ſouls, who, without this pro- 
viſion, muſt periſh i in inevitable deſtruction. Thus are you 
happy in treading in the ſteps, and being fellow-workers 
together with the God of your ſalvation. 

Tis true that to common and ſuperficial 0 of 
things, nothing ſeems a more deteſtable object, more wor- 
thy our hatred and ſcorn, than a comman and Peſtilent Pro- 
ſtitue. And indeed were thoſe in that miſerable condition, 
either plac d in it by their own choice, or detained in it, 
by their own free will: had a vicious inclination at firſt in- 
troduced, or did the ſame vicious inclination continue them 
in it, amidſt repeated opportunities to retrieve and return: 
we would then grant, they were utterly unworthy the leaſt 
compaſſion, and more beneath humanity than the Beaſt that 
periſneth. But when we are fully convine'd, that different, 


far Arent is the truth of the caſe, then compaſſion pleads 
2 their 
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their cauſe, and hurminkte urgeth us to their fuccout and 
redreſs. _ 

For tho' the great author of our M hath, for wile 
and good ends, implanted the fame paſſions in either ſex, 
and therefore tranſgreſſion is as poſſible, and of conſequence 
as excuſable on the weaker fide, as it is on the ſtronger . 
yet fact abundantly demonſtrates to us, that men for the 
moſt part are the Seducers, and the generality of thoſe, who 
now claim our aid, have been introduced to their miſery, 
by the complicated arts of ſeduction, and by every un- 
juſtifiable method, which cruel and brutiſh luſt ſuggeſts to 


the crafty ſeducer. 

And it is well known, how much harder the caſe, f in this 
particular, is with the female ſex, than with our on. — 
One falſe ſtep for ever ruins their fair fame: blaſts the fra- 
grance of virgin innocence, and configns them to contempt 
and diſgrace | while the author of their diſtreſs may triumph 


in his villany ! and 
be branded with one mark of reproach for the ruin of 2 


tellow-creature. 
And when once, by whatever unhappy means undone, 


the lovely wretched outcaſt hath no reſource, no redreſs : 
but muſt fall from ſhame to ſhame ; from ſorrow to ſorrow : 
fall lower and lower in the pit of foul miſery, and drudge 
in the labour of odious proſtitution, to preſerve a burthen- 


ſome + om. from famine and from death. 
| Thus 


ſhame to human nature—not | 


A 
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Thus Edt and body are loſt at 'once : and an uſeful 
member cut off from, the community in early youth, and 
without having done good, but after having diffuſed much 
evil amongſt her fellow-creatures—In early youth indeed, 
very many. of the unhappy objects now in the how/e, being 
under, fourteen years of age : and a great part debauch'd and 
introduc'd into this wretched way of life, before that age“, 
and of courſe, before nature and inclination could have any 
part in their crime. And it is greatly more than probable, 
that of theſe objects fixty in an hundred, or more, would 
have been dead in leſs than two years, and many of them 
who are zow healthy and happy in the houſe, have been 
now ſuffering in the miſeries of future condemnation ! 

To prevent this, as far as you may, and to provide ſome 
relief for fufferers ſo truly pitiable, is the benevolent and 
humane motive, which hath engaged you my worthy Friends 
and Brethren, the Governors and PROMO ERS of this 
deſign, to unite your generous efforts, and to join hand 
and heart in the good cauſe. _ 

And what cauſe can more deſerve encouragement, - hat 
charitable inſtitution be calculated to do greater good ? 
for this extends itſelf to the ſouls as well as the bodies of our 
fellow-creatures : and as-much more noble and excellent as 


In a paper of our worthy Treaſurer's now before me, and written ſome time ſince, I 
read, Out of an hundred Lirls, now in the Magdalen Houſe, above a ſeventh part have 
not yet ſeen their fifteenth year; ſeveral are under fourteen, and one third of the whole 
mo been betray d before that age.” 

an 
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an immortal ſoul is, than a periſhing body ; ſo much more 


noble every inſtitution which extends to the welfare of the 


former, than thoſe which extend only to the welfare of the 
latter. The great ſucceſs this charity hath hitherto met 
with abundantly confirms this opinion. | 

Permit me fincerely to congratulate you on this ſucceſs, 
which hath thus far crown'd your commendable undertak- 
ing. If they who turn one ſoul to light and to righteouſneſs 
cauſe joy in heaven, and ſhall ſhine as the ſtars for ever and 
ever; what may they reaſonably expect, who, mov'd by the 
juſteſt motives, actuated by a ſincere love to Chriſt, 
and a true compaſſion to their fellow-creatures, are happily 


' inſtrumental in the ſalvation of many fouls, are happily 


inſtrumental in ſaving numbers from that death eternal, 
which, without their kindly aſſiſtance, they could never, 
humanly ſpeaking, have avoided ? 

And ſuch, we have the utmoſt reaſon to hope, will 2 
already is the conſequence of your charitable proviſion for 
theſe unhappy daughters of · woe and diſtreſs, I doubt not 


it delights your hearts---for it muſt delight every heart---to 


behold and obſerve the ſtriking contraſt, when you viſit the 
_ dwelling and the Houſe of God, where theſe rejoicing 
Penitents ſhare the bleſſings of your mercy, . To behold 
the decent and orderly behaviour of ſo many fellow- -Crea- 
tures late abandoned to every calamity, who of their own 
free-will have ſought this retreat, * thus ſhewn their diſ- 


ap- 
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approbation of Vice, by the only method in their power 
to ſee them cloath'd in health and neatneſs, who but now 
were languiſhing under diſeaſe, and cover d with foulneſs 
and filth---to hear the tongues ſweetly tuning forth the 
praiſes of the Redeemer, which late were hoarſe with oaths, 
and empoiſon'd with laſciviouſneſs : to hear from their 
mouths only earneſt prayers and joyful thankſgivings; to 
ſee from their eyes the flowing tears of penitence and re- 
morſe ; and to behold in their hands the inſtruments of 
chearful induſtry and labour ; inſtruments of .induſtry in 
bands, that were wantoning in pernicious indolence, and 
impell'd perhaps to the extremities of theft To fee theſe 
things, muſt convince you of the great utility of your de- 
ſign, and chear you with the comfortable reflection, that 
already you reap ſome fruits of your beneficence.---May 
thoſe fruits be increas'd ten fold here and hereafter! 

Nothing great and good can be carried on without ſome 
oppoſition : nothing great and good was ever attempted in 
any age, but malevolence would find ſomething to object, 
and Envy, with her jaundic'd eye, would peep out ſome- 
thing to caluminate and cenſure. But this ſo far from cool- 
ing our ardour in honourable purſuits, ſhould enkindle and 
enflame it. And I am perſuaded, that you, Gentlemen, 
have too much fortitude and true elevation of heart to be 
ſhaken from any good purpoſe, by the weak ſounding of 


calumnious breath. 
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In truth human works are ſo imperfect, and the very 
beſt inſtitutions ſo liable to ſome defects and abuſes, that 
nothing can be attempted or propoſed, wherein ſome evil 
may not probably mix itſelf with much good. And who- 
ever ſhould refuſe to enter upon any excellent work, till 
every probable or poſſible objection of ſcrupuloſity was re- 
moved, would hang in the heſitancy of doubt all the days 
of his life, and waſte uſeful time and talents, in the fruit- 
leſs inquiries of inactive ſpeculation. We muſt advance to 
action with all reaſonable precaution : proceed with all 
imaginable activity and care: and obviate with all wiſdom 
and ſagacity every objection, which experience may find 
prejudicial to the progreſs of the purpos'd inſtitution. 

The objections * indeed rais'd againſt this undertaking 
have been, and are fo light and inſignificant, that they 
_ deſerve not to be mentioned. Its utility and preſent great 
advancement, above all other arguments, anſwer every cavil. 
And whoever are yet but ill convinc'd of its advantage, 
will be far more ſtrikingly, far more feelingly convinc d 
of it by a fight of. the comely order, and decent appea- 
rance found in the public worſhip, at the Chapel of the 
Houſe (where many have 4% their objections, and ed? its 
utility) far more than from any thing I can urge on its 


behalf. --Yet ſurely, if any thing be uſeful ; if any thing 


- * Theſe, however trifling, it hath been thought proper not to paſs over, and therefore 


be 


they are obviated in the Preface, to which the reader is referred, 
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be excellent; if any thing be praiſe worthy ; if any thing 
becomes us as men; if any thing becomes us as members 
of the civil ſociety; if any thing becomes us as Chriſtians ; 
—it is to ſave from utter and inevitable miſery the ſouls of 
poor, abandoned, wretched fellow Chriſtians, who have no 
other reſource, no other means of relief: It is to preſerve 
from preſent and afflictive death, the bodies of many young 
and periſhing fellow- creatures; it is to take from our 
ſtreets, the ſhame of our community, the inſtruments of 
fouleſt pollution, and the moſt poiſonous contagion : it is to 
reſtore to the ſtate many uſeleſs members; and to introduce 
to health and to induſtry, to happineſs and to heaven, many 
who could otherwiſe neither ever have been em ployed, nor 
ever reſtored. 

Let me not doubt hm that all of You, who hear me 
this day, will readily and chearfully join in the beneficent 
work ; and contribute as much as you can towards the per- 
fection and ſupport of ſo uſeful a deſign. At leaſt if you mean 
not to promote, do not injure it, and endeayour to prevent its 
ſalutary effects by futile objections, and uſeleſs infinuations. 
For, as, beyond all controverſy, the intention of the 
worthy perſons, who have engaged in it, is excellent and de- 
ſerving the higheſt applauſe; as their characters are the moſt 
reſpectable; and, permit me to ſay, not only an ornament 


to this noble undertaking, but to this Metropolis, alſo, which is 
D itſelf 
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itſelf an ornament in its public charities eſpecially, to hu- 
man nature, and to Chriſtianity As theſe things are fo, 


every good and generous heart ſhould tenderly conſider 


their motives, and with well to their deſign ; and with a 


candor, which is always pleaſing, and will ever be accept- 


able, ſhould labour to promote, far as they may, and think 


of means to further, not of objections to diſcourage ſo be- 
nevolent an undertaking. a 

Were you to behold a poor harmleſs animal, fallen into 
diſtreſs, and ſuffering in miſery, and were able to reach 
out your hand, and to help it: there is, I am ſure, fo 
much compaſſion in the human mind, that few could ſuffer 
themſelves to paſs by it unregarding. How much rather 
then ſhould we reach out our hands to the relief of many 
of our fellow-creatures, many of the ſofter and more de- 


fenceleſs ſex, fallen into the pit of extreme diſtreſs, with- 


out any hand to relieve, and with but few hearts ts com- 
paſſionate.---And if unrelieved, ſpeedily to periſh in the 
utmoſt miſery, and to breathe out from polluted bodies 
more polluted ſouls, into a world of utter and everlaſting 


woe |---Who then would not exert all their efforts to ſave 


ſuch bodies, to ſnatch ſuch . from horror unſpeak- 
able! 

This we are convinced, will be the amiable conduct 
and proceeding of thoſe of the SAME SEX, for whom we 


now plead; and who, we are ſatisfied, can never be in- 


attentive 
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attentive to the welfare, never unaffected - by the - calami- 


ties of their fellow-creatures. You, who have happily 
perſevered in the pleaſing paths of virtue, can beſt tell the 
comforts ariſing from ſo delightful a conduct; and may eaſily 
gueſs the miſeries of a different ſtate. You, who have 
known the gentle pleadings of paſſion, can more eafily pity 
them, whom thoſe pleadings have ſeduced and deſtroyed- 
And you, who are poſſeſſed of all the ſweetneſſes and deli- 
cacies of the tender mind, and happier ſtate, can more eaſily 
gueſs the extreme miſery that muſt ariſe to a female heart, from 
the foulneſs and horror of promiſcuous proftitution ;---And 
will, on theſe accounts, be the more ready to reach out your 
pitying hand, and ſave from diſtreſs beyond the reach of 
deſcription, many of your own ſex, for whom, till this 
happy opportunity, no redreſs was provided. 

And while many of you feel the ſoft yearnings of the 
mother for the child that was ſuckled at her breaſt : 
while many of you glow with the tender warmth of a 
ſiſter's love, and the generous affection of a beloved friend 
and companion ; think, oh think of thoſe unhappy mo- 
thers, who late were weeping over the daughters dear to 
them as a right eye, and nearer than the ſtrings that 
hold the heart---of thoſe ſiſters, thoſe friends, who were 
lamenting over their friends and their ſiſters, loſt, as it 
ſeemed, beyond all poſſibility of hope ; oh, think of the 
joy, which many of them now feell, many have lately felt, 

D 2 many 
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many, we truſt, will hereafter feel, on the recovery of the 
child, of the friend, that was dead, that was 4% And as 
you with to diffuſe ſuch bleſſedneſs, for your beloved off- 
{prings fake, join in the good work, and do all you can, 
to wipe the tears, from theſe aged and afflicted eyes; and 
approve yourſelves at once compaſſionate to your fellow- 
creatures, and grateful to your Saviour and your God. 

Your concurrence, MY BRETHREN, in this beneficent 
deſign may reaſonably be expected to the utmoſt. For 
generofity alone would not ſuffer us to be wanting in any 
endeavours for the advantage of that ſex, to which life 
owes ſo much of its ſweetneſs, and felicity : to which 
we are indebted for the greateſt and choiceſt of earthly 
comforts from the cradle to the grave : from whoſe tender 
and virtuous endearments, this world, otherwiſe lonely and 
afflicting, gathers what of ſweetneſs and ſerenity is found 

Motives of honour too ſhould certainly much influence 
many: and thoſe more eſpecially who have been inſtru- 
mental in the undoing, or means of leading any into the 


| path of deſtructive pleaſures. If ſuch refle& at all, the 


bitter upbraidings of conſcience will ſoon convince them 
that they cannot exert themſelves too much, or too much 
endeavour to repair the ruin they have wrought. For only 
in the filent hour, when paſſion is huſhed, and reaſon will 
hear, ſuppoſe the wretched unfortunate introduc'd to mi- 
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ſery, to diſeaſe, to death, and now about to periſh in ex- 
treme diſtreſs, ſuppoſe you heard her thus expoſtulating— 


See to what thy unbridled paſſion, and ſeducing luſt hath 
brought me ! Late gay in beauty and elegant in charms, 
thy heart was captivated, and every art was uſed to win 

and to deſtroy me.— Thou didſt prevail, and I was un- 
done ! and ſoon, unkind and cruel, thy paſſion ſated, 
I was abandon'd, and left to all the extremity of woe 
Now ſee the ſad end of thy triumph—Oh look upon 
me, and ſee what cauſe thou haſt to exult! Behold 
theſe wretched tatters, which ſcarcely cover my diſeaſed 
limbs, where are the remains of their former lovelineſs ? 
See, my tongue cleaves to the roof of my mouth with 
hunger and with anguiſh. But worſt of all, my ſoul is tor- 


mented with every ſorrow; dire conſciouſneſs of my paſt 


miſdoings torments and wracks my heart---Oh ſee me 
hopeleſs and abandon'd---look and repent and amend 
thy ways! See body and ſoul in early youth confign'd 
the one to a ſevere temporal; the other, mercy, mercy 
ſweet father |---the other to an eternal death.? 

Oh then as you are men, and if ever you have been ſo 


unfortunate as to be the fatal cauſes of ſuch ſorrow, now 
by ſincere repentance, labour to obtain the great Redee- 
mer's pardon; and by a ready aſſiſtance of this Charity, 
calculated for the relief of ſuch deſerted ſufferers, endga- 
vour to make the beſt amends, you are able, for your 


fault. 


And 
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And to conclude ; As you are Chriſtians, unite in the good 
deſign: for it is intended to promote that work, for which 
your compaſſionate Saviour died, the ſalvation of Sinners, 
And you cannot be Chriſtians, if you follow not your 


maſter's example. 
As you are Parents, whenever you view the children of 


your boſom, the daughters like lovely flowers blooming 

around you; conſider how often that very beauty hath 
prov'd a fatal ſnare to its poſſeſſor: Oh confider how much 
ſeducers throng around, whole rank paſſions have no law, 
and whoſe barbarous luſts have no mercy. And while you 
are thereby mov'd to the more diligent implantation of 
every Virtue in the minds of your own children : let gene- 
rous ſympathy touch your hearts; and join to wipe the tear 
from the aged father's eye, to prevent the hoary head from 
going down to the grave in ſorrow, by liberally aiding this 
charity ; which ſo many fathers may have cauſe to bleſs : 
and which, I am pleas'd to be able to obſerve to you, hath 
already been the happy means to dry ſome aged eyes, and 


to revive ſome languiſhing parents lives. 
As you are members of the civil community, and as you 


wiſh to wipe off any diſgrace from the ſtate and polity, 
unite in this laudable undertaking ; which we hope may 
tend, thro' the zeal of good men, and the vigilance of 
magiſtrates, in due ſeaſon, to waſh away that nuifance of 


our times, the pollution of our ſtreets : in which ſurely and 
| in 
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in every undertaking that may end to remove it, we ſhould 
Join hand and heart, if we wiſh to preſerve in innocence 
and Virtue, our children, our ſervants, our dependants of 
whatſoever ſort : if we wiſh to prevent unſpeakable diſtreſs, 
and the moſt cruel injury, which too often the virtuous and 
guiltleſs have found, from the dire contagion of this pro- 
miſcuous defilement. | 

And ſince, bleſſed be God, amidſt the many evils too 
juſtly complain'd of, and the many depravities too notori- 
ouſly reigning, benevolence and charity ſeem yet not to he 
wanting amongſt us; let us endeavour to promote theſe 
excellent virtues, as much as we may, upon the foundation 
of Chriſt's bleſſed goſpel, and in imitation of his compaſſi- 
onate and heavenly temper. And while with ſincere hearts, 
each in our generation ſtudies to advance the good of 
mankind ; let us always keep in view that great, that im- 
portant hour, when every thing here below ſhall diffolve 
and vaniſh from our fight : and we ourſelves ſtand at that 
awful judgment ſeat, where every external accommodation 
will be remov'd ; where no regard will be had to place or 
to rank : but they only ſhine with moſt diſtinguith'd favour 
and happineſs who have moſt diſtinguiſh'd themſelves in this 
ſhort ſtate of trial, by works of benevolence, humanity, and 
compaſſion, ſpringing from an unfeigned affiance on the 


all complete and meritorious ſacrifice of an incarnate GOD, 
To 


Jo whoſe: praiſe may we all live here below: for whoſe 
"he may we be zealous in this and in every other good 
work ; and for whoſe merits may we all finally hear the 


applauding ſentence, 


IN As MUCH AS YE DID IT UNTO THE LEAST OF THESE 


MY BRETHREN, YE DID IT UNTO ME. 
CoME YE BLESSED OF MY FARTHER, RECEIVE THE KING- 


DOM PREPARED FOR YOU FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE 
WORED. - | | 
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